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Human Dimensions Research on the West Coast



  
      We study the human dimensions of management of Pacific Northwest marine resources and ecosystems.

  
  
  
        
        
        
    
          
        
  
                
      
            
                                                
      
      
                  West Coast
              
                                                      
      

      

      
    
    
    
    
      



      


      
        

                      


  
      
  
  


[image: Two pulling up trap with crabs in it]



    

                  


        
          What We Do


Social scientists study the human species – our behavior, our institutions, our relations to one another and the natural world. We seek a better understanding of the human values, actions, communities, and institutions that influence marine and anadromous fish, marine mammals, and other marine species and ecosystems in the Pacific Northwest. 


Our research provides data and tools that support NOAA Fisheries and other agencies' regulatory and management decisions, and we contribute scientific work and information to the broader research community and the public.


The Human Dimensions Team conducts economic and sociocultural research spanning a diversity of topics. Our work contributes to:


	Conservation and Recovery planning for Pacific Salmon and Steelhead, Southern Resident Killer Whales, and other endangered or protected species.
	Understanding the contributions of Pacific Coast fishing and ecosystem resources to human well-being.
	Understanding the social and economic impacts of fishery management on fishing communities. 
	Design of ecosystem-based fishery management (EBFM) approaches that promote profitability and sustainability of fisheries while minimizing adverse ecosystem impacts.

Our Ongoing Research Projects


	Community Social Vulnerability Indicators for the California Current
	Social Science supporting Fishery Management in West Coast Fisheries
	Human Dimensions of Conservation Planning and Ecosystem Management for Pacific Salmon Recovery
	Human Dimensions of Ecosystem-based Fishery Management
	West Coast Groundfish Trawl Fishery Social Study
	Voices from the West Coast

About Our Team


Our team includes economists as well as social scientists with training in anthropology and environmental policy. We work closely with the Economic and Social Science Research Program in the Center’s Fisheries Resource Analysis and Monitoring Division and collaborate with scientists of multiple disciplines in other NOAA offices, universities, and research institutes.


Contact


Dan Holland (team lead)
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Closure of 2019–2023 Eastern North Pacific Gray Whale Unusual Mortality Event
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Diverse Habitats Help Salmon Weather Unpredictable Climate Changes
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      Spring-run Chinook salmon in California’s Central Valley were once the backbone of California’s commercial salmon fishery, but are now a threatened species that remain in a few tributaries of the Sacramento River. Photo: Carson Jeffres / University of California, Davis
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Marine Heatwaves Reshape the Northern California Current Ecosystem
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      Pyrosomes caught in a net tow during ocean monitoring along the coast of Oregon. Pyrosomes are free-floating colonial tunicates. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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      North Pacific right whale. Credit: Brenda K. Rone
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Documenting the Elusive North Pacific Right Whale
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      An oceanic whitetip shark swims near the surface of the water. Photo courtesy of John Carlson.
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Scientists Explore how Sardine Populations and Fisheries Harvest Control Rules May Respond to Climate Change
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      Dense beds of small Atlantic sea scallops photographed on the ocean floor in the Mid-Atlantic in 2015. Credit: NOAA Fisheries.
    
      

      

    

  
    
  

  
    Podcast

    
      
What Fish Stock Rebuilding Means to Communities

    

    
      
  
                
      
            
                        
      
      
                  New England/Mid-Atlantic
              
                                                                              
      

                
      
            
                                                
      
      
                  West Coast
              
                                                      
      

                
      
            
      
      
      
                  National
              
                                                                                                
      

      

    

  





              

      


  
  








                  

      
    

  







  


              

                

  

      
        
    
      
  
 
  

        

[image: Scroll to Top Icon]


  
    
      
        
          [image: Sign Up Mail Button]
        

        
          Sign up for news and announcements

          Stay informed of all the latest regional news around NOAA Fisheries
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