

The objectives of this workshop were to bring together Southern Resident Killer Whale (SRKW) biologists involved in behavioral data collection to discuss and develop some standards for the collection of behavioral data on this population.  It was a common finding of the recent NMFS SRKW workshops that additional rigor and standardization of behavioral sampling methodology was desirable to support the ongoing and upcoming research projects relating to the recovery and stabilization of the population.  The intention of the workshop was to:

1) Improve understanding of the methodology required for behavioral research, and methods and techniques that have been accepted in other taxa,

2) Clarify terminology used to describe killer whale behavior,

3) Improve research design, data collection, and data storage methodology beyond improvements in coding definitions,

4) Coordinate data collection and exchange.
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