Prey Quality - Contaminants Questions
1) How much KW foraging is done in known contaminant hotspots?

2) What are contaminant levels of food and whales?  


a)  Are different prey species for SR different in contaminant levels?


b) Can we trace specific signatures of a contaminant or markers that are specific to 
different regions (source or origin) and different whales (pods, populations, etc.)? 


c) Is the major source of contaminants to SR from the N. Pacific or inland waters?

3) Are ocean distributions of Chinook stocks from N. Vancouver Isle different from Puget Sound/Georgia Basin stocks?

4) Are contaminants affecting survival and/or reproduction of SR prey?

5) What is relative value of stranded versus live animal tissue for toxin analysis?

6) What are the effects of contaminants within SRs?

a) Are high concentrations of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) or other contaminants 
in SR 
prey affecting the health of SRs (e.g. survival. Reproduction, and immuno-
competence)?



- Extrapolation, epidemiology, biomarkers


b) Are there demographic patterns to suggest sensitivity to contaminants?


c) Are there any biomarkers indicating contaminant associated stress?

7) What are the recent SR demographics, and can information about prey influences be inferred from these data?


a) Have changes in age of 1st reproduction or birth intervals occurred and if so, are they 
associated with known changes in contaminant levels in prey?

*How do contaminant concentrations & patterns vary among KW prey species at different locations along Western North America?
* Designates a key question that was developed further in the May Workshop
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