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Research Question #1:  What is the spatial and temporal variation in the killer whale diet with respect to prey availability? [vote count]
Method 1 – Active acoustic survey with focal follow and tagging [13]

Method 2 – Chemical analyses of killer whales and prey [11]

Method 3 – Prey fragment sampling—opportunistic [6]

Method 3 – Data mining (e.g., NRKW stocks) [6]

Method 5 – Active acoustic survey—systematic survey of one or more areas to obtain information on prey (marine mammal count) [4]

Method 6 – Prey fragment sampling—systematic (e.g., vertical pull) [3]

Method 7 – Developing new tags/improving existing ones (small acoustic) [2]

[The group agreed to focus on known distribution in considering methods, recognizing that as understanding of winter distribution increases, studies on prey selection in those areas would be necessary.]
Research Question #2:  How does prey bioenergy availability and SRKW energetics compare throughout the year?


Method 1 – Dynamic bioenergy modeling (do sensitivity analysis first) 
[The group also discussed the idea of developing an ideal free distribution model, but indicated prey availability information on a very large scale needed to be able to implement this method at this time.] 

Research Question #3:  How flexible or facultative are killer whales in diet choice? (Behavioral and physiological factors)
Method 1 – Field studies (hydroacoustic with focal follow and tagging) [14]

(if had to choose just one, field studies won highest priority from entire group) 
Method 2 – Captive feeding studies [12]
Method 3 – Correlate harassment with prey availability [1]

Other Research Questions (and brainstormed methods):

· What are the biases associated with different sampling techniques?

· Shake fish
· DNA analysis
· When is foraging taking place (day/night)?

· Captive whales feed at night (when do they eat?)
· Question #1, Method #1 (Active acoustic survey with focal follow and tagging)
· What is the impact of increased competition for salmon from pinnipeds or humans?

Other Methods (developed at end of day):

· Work with test fisheries to assist/complement KW studies (Question 1)

· Net sampling (Question 1)
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