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Priority Questions:

Q1: What is it about boats that affect whales? 

a) type

b) distance

c) size

d) direction

e) activity – movement/operation, speed

f) time duration 

g) density and number of boats 

* we discussed a-g as one question with multiple factors to look at

Methods (Not prioritized because some need to be done in conjunction):

1) Controlled Experiments 

Criteria Score Range (39-55)
2) Land-based Observation

Criteria Score Range (33-55)

3) Boat-based Observation

Criteria Score Range (40-55)

h) geographic location

j) pollution – was discussed some – may be important to look at air quality and exhaust from boats

k) prey responses

Q2:  Do vessels affect whales’ ability to find and capture prey?

a) Does vessel activity affect energy acquisition?

Methods (Not prioritized because some need to be done in conjunction):

1) Underwater/video telemetry
Criteria Score Range (26-53)

2) Prey Field Monitoring

Criteria Score Range (35-55)

3) Captive Studies


Criteria Score Range (35-58)

b) Does vessel activity affect energy expenditure?



Methods (Not prioritized because some need to be done in conjunction):

1)  Captive Studies

Criteria Range (35-63), Adverse Range (10-25)
2)  Telemetry


Criteria Range (30-59), Adverse Range (14-22)

3)  Land/Boat-based Observation
Criteria Range (41-59), Adverse (10-28)
4)  Aerial/Boat-based Observation
Criteria Range (31-50), Adverse (10-28)
Q3: How are habitat use of SR pods affected by vessel activity? 

Q4: What are the energetic costs of behaviors in response to boat presence?

Q5: What are KW energetics?
