


Minutes of the 14 July meeting of the Oregon Coast Work Group (OCWF) of the Oregon and Northern California Coast (ONCC) Technical Recovery Team (TRT), Corvallis, Oregon
Attendance.  OCWG Members: Tom Nickelson, Pete Lawson, Tom Wainwright, Laurie Weitkamp, Mark Chilcote; Staff: Heather Stout, Justin Mills, Rosemary Furfey; Visitors: Wayne Hoffman (Mid Coast Watersheds Council), and Tyler Mintkeski (OSU Graduate student); Invited speaker: Bill Peterson (NMFS/OSU).
The meeting convened at 10:15 am.

1.  Agenda revisions.  The agenda was accepted without revision.
2.  Minutes.  Minutes of June 16 meetings were approved with minor revisions
3. Dependent population viability criteria.  Laurie briefly described changes to dependent population viability criteria developed at the June 24 work group meeting to eliminate inconsistencies (delete SF-Dep A & B).  The group accepted the proposed changes and further suggested that ER-2b be renumbered to ER-3 and read “dependent populations are functioning”.

4.  Life history/habitat diversity criteria.  Laurie described the new ESU-level diversity criteria for the viability analysis.  The criteria were accepted with modifications.  To fit logically in the decision support system (DSS) framework, it was decided that Population Sustainability criteria (PS 1-5) will be renamed Population Diversity criteria (PD 1-5), and their relation to Population Persistence criteria be modified.  The tentative PS-6 was eliminated.

A meeting was scheduled for July 27 in Newport to apply the diversity criteria to the Oregon coast coho ESU.
5.  Public comment.  Wayne Hoffman reported that Mid Coast Watersheds councils has received funding to conduct snorkel surveys in all OCC dependent populations this summer.  He also commented on points raised during discussion of the diversity criteria.  In particular, Wayne stated that isolation by habitat type rather than distance may be more important, while ‘distinctiveness’ in life history type is also important.  He also commented that there are three models linking genetics and phenotypic diversity that lead to very different conclusions about the genetic effects of bottlenecks. 
6.  Invited speaker.  Bill Peterson provided a very informative and interesting overview of links between global climate patterns and Oregon coast marine productivity, with emphasis on the unusual current conditions and their possible deleterious effects on juvenile salmon.

7.  Updated decision support system.  Justin provided a handout of the latest DSS and a table providing scores for the OC ESU.
8.  Hatchery issues.  Tom W. briefly discussed the new NMFS hatchery policy and the possible need to revise the viability criteria to reflect the policy.  It was concluded that the definition of “natural fish” should be modified, but that current viability approach is consistent with the hatchery policy unless populations are below critical low abundance (PD-1 [formerly PS-1]).
9.  Task Reports
· Rosemary reported that two FR notices have been published since the last meeting: one reporting NMFS’ intent to have draft recovery plans for all listed ESUs, and one on the 6-month extension on OCC ESU.  Because a decision on OCC must be made by mid August in order to meet the 6 month extension, Rosemary urged the workgroup to provide products in a timely fashion.  Since the TRT viability report will not be available in time, it was decided that the region would request a progress report from the TRT.  Said report would describe the current viability analysis and results, with emphasis on how it differs from the state report and responds to comments concerning the state report.

· Rosemary also mentioned that the next stakeholders meeting is July 29 and Pete has agreed to provide an overview of workgroup activities (with help from Justin).
· Finally, Rosemary stated that the Region is using the Oregon Coast Plan as a model for monitoring and evaluation in recovery plans.

10.  Review tasks/identify work products, schedule. 
· Pete and Rosemary will work from opposite directions on a progress report and request.

· A diversity meeting will be held July 27th in Newport at 10 am (Laurie will coordinate).

· The Viability report will be available to the workgroup by Aug 10 and the entire TRT by mid September.  In order to achieve this, the following needs to be completed:

· By June 22nd
· Section on diversity completed (Laurie)
· Model appendix (Mark)

· DSS appendix (Heather)

· Modeling overview appendix completed (Tom W.)

· Geographic strata description (Heather)

· By Aug. 3rd
· Results section completed (Tom N)

· Text rewritten to reflect DSS (Tom W)

· Heather will talk to Tommy about acceptable hatchery influence after July 25.
11.  Future meeting.  The next two OCWG meetings will be Aug 17 (to discuss draft viability report) and Sep 8 (begin limiting factors).  The full TRT meeting is scheduled for Oct 18 in Ashland.
12.  Public Comments.   Wayne reported that the Mid Coast Watersheds council is completing the second set of five limiting factors analyses for OC subbasins and will have results in several months.  These analyses use both existing data and newly acquired data.  Wayne will supply existing results to Heather.
The meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm.

