Meeting notes from the Oregon/Northern California Coast TRT meeting

28 September 2004, 9am – 4pm

Notes taken by:  Pete Lawson

Attendees:  TRT Members: Tom Lisle, Mike Rode, George Kautsky, Tom Wainwright, Tommy Williams, Pete Lawson, Dave Hillemeier, Mike McCain. Adjunct Members: Kelly Moore, Mark Chilcote, Staff: Heather Stout, Rosemary Furfey, Justin Mills. Public: Ed Bowles (ODFW), Dan vanDyke (ODFW), John Raybourn (BLM), Bob Bessey (BLM), Dale Johnson (BLM).

The meeting was called to order at 9:15 am.

1.  Introductions.

2.  Agenda Revision 

3.  Discussion of SONCC population methodology, results (Tommy Williams).

Tommy Williams described the current state of the population delineation    methodology being considered for the SONCC.  

Using the Bjorkstedt analysis they are specifying a horizontal line of 0.95 (self-recruitment) but are unsure of the vertical line value to use. They used a range of dispersal values, but are not showing variability around the vertical line at this point.

Brian Spence has created an air temperature mask to identify areas too warm for salmonids.

To define populations within basins they have applied a principle components analysis including air temperature, ecoregion, and lithology.  The result led them to identify a number of populations within each larger basin. Their populations were roughly the same size (area) or larger than the OC populations.  They felt it was better to err on the small side because it is easier to lump than to split later.

4. Review of the SONCC Historical Population Document.

No document was available for review.  A draft to the TRT is anticipated in late 2004 and a co-manager's draft in early 2005.

5.  The TRT approved the general methodology.

6. Public comment. Dan vanDyke commented on the temperature mask used in the    SONCC population definitions. He had a concern regarding summer rearing habitat in the Upper Rogue.
 7. Lunch

8.  Discussion of Oregon Coast viability criteria.

Tom Wainwright introduced the issue. We are concerned with both narrow-sense delisting criteria and broad-sense recovery criteria.  These should include the VSP criteria plus consideration of risk of catastrophe.  We need to work at the level of populations, geographic strata, and the ESU.

George Kautsky asked what geographic strata the SONCC was using.  This has not been determined but will be based on genetics or genetic assumptions.

The TRT heard presentations from Tom Nickelson, Mark Chilcote, and Kelly Moore. A wide-ranging discussion followed. Kelly's spawner distribution maps look promising. 

There was some consideration about how to apply the methods being discussed to the SONCC where the data are sparse.  One suggestion was to link fish data with a habitat model and make inferences based on habitat data.

9.  TRT approval of Oregon Coast Coho Viability Criteria conceptual approach with needed revisions. There were many suggestions for approval. There is much work to be done. The viability committee will continue to work on the recovery criteria.
10.  Task Reports 

a,c. Rosemary gave a recovery planning update.  Rosemary reviewed the process and described the “3-legged stool” of TRT, stakeholders group and Core Team.  The stakeholders group has been formed and is starting to meet but the Core Team, which meets regularly to to discuss state activities, has not started to work on coho recovery actitivities.  For the coho work, the core team will be expanded to include Federal land managers and others as needed.

We received a packet of information containing details of the Region's timeline, the draft recovery strategy and status report, a recovery plan outline, a critical path to recovery analysis and information about the stakeholder team.  Draft Phase II recovery plans have been promised to congress by the end of 2005.

b. Critical habitat has not been proposed as yet.
11.  Other TRT business. 

12. Review tasks. Oregon Workgroup will continue work on recovery criteria document, SONCC will continue on defining historical populations. 
13. Next meeting of the OC workgroup will be October 29 in Corvallis.  An RSRP meeting is being planned for early December in Santa Cruz.  Future TRT meeting months were raised. Proposed schedules for work were discussed.
14.  Public comment.

Ed Bowles (ODFW) expressed his desire for NOAA and the state to continue working together to create a single recovery plan, especially for the implementation phase.  The State is auditing the Oregon Plan, and OCN coho are the 1st test case.  They plan to submit a PECE document to NOAA early next year. He asked the TRT to consider the  resiliency shown by coastal coho.

15. Adjourn (4:30)
