Recovery Implementation Science Team Meeting
March 13th, 2008

Regional Administrator’s conference room, Building 1, NOAA Sand Point campus, Seattle, WA (directions and map below)
10 am – 3pm

Call in number:  503-326-7666
Web conferencing:  if you plan on ‘virtual’ attendance via web conference, please dial into the conference line at 9:30 to get instruction and make sure we can get the web conferencing working correctly prior to the meeting.
Introductions (10:00, 15 minutes)
Purpose of RIST (Mike Ford, Rob Walton) (10:15, 30 minutes)
- RIST tasks and how they will be determined (Mike, 10 min)

- Relationship to other teams (Mike, 5 min)


- NMFS Regional Office expectations of the RIST (Rob, 10 min)
Background and status of salmon recovery planning (Rob Walton and Elizabeth Gaar) (10:45, 30 minutes)
- NMFS approach to developing plans

- Status of various plans

- What plans contain

- Overview of what is involved in implementation

- Delisting framework
- Regional Office RM&E Position (Scott Rumsey)

- Monitoring progress toward recovery

Summary of Viability Criteria concepts (Tom Cooney) (11:15, 20 minutes)
· ESUs, DPSs, Populations and MPGs

· Abundance, productivity, spatial structure and diversity

· Integrating to population and ESU levels

Brief updates on ongoing projects (11:35, 40 minutes)
- Viability comparison (McElhany)

- SPS/data stream issues (McElhany, Jordan)

- Threats assessment for status reviews (McElhany)

- PSSTRT (Hard)

- RITT (Sands/Ruckelshaus)

Lunch (12:15 – 1:15)
Discuss potential assignment topics/create subgroups (1:15, 80 minutes)
Note:  these are examples; others may be brought up at the meeting.  
Big picture issues 
- Incorporating climate change in recovery planning 
- Metrics and methods to evaluate trends in habitat condition
- Metrics for threats more generally 
- Incorporating socio-economic analysis into recovery implementation (including human population growth)
- Guidelines for source populations for reintroductions; introducing populations to an ESU.
- Common, abbreviated set of viability metrics for annual/semi-annual status review updates
- Guiding principles for recovery actions (e.g., prioritization, sequencing actions)

- Methods of cumulative effects analysis (all H) 
- Guidelines for adaptive management

- Role of hatcheries in recovery

- Harvest and recovery

- Resident anadromy (life history in general)

- Anthropogenic evolutionary change – good or bad?

- Interactions with other protected species (e.g,. marine mammals)

- How to prioritize actions when you have multiple listed species

- Multiple mandates for landscape management

- How to assess recovery actions on a population scale

- Abbreviated metrics for annual or bi-annual status review updates (how to keep status evaluations current)
- How to scientifically evaluate effectiveness of regulatory actions
- Which populations to prioritize for monitoring

- Cost/benefit analysis of recovery actions (return on investment)

- Guidance for effectiveness monitoring

- Guidance for communicating risk and uncertainty

- Marine food web dynamics – role in population recovery (e.g., effects of acidification)

Reviews of technical products 
- Review approach for NWC harvest analysis (e.g., the recent tule report) 
- Review of the supplementation/ad hoc workgroup report 
- Review of Hood River Steelhead Pedigree Analysis 
- Review of M&E plans
- Review of viability criteria 
- Review PPA (and more general)

Reviews of recovery actions 
- Review proposals for Lower Columbia River hatchery reform
- Review of recovery plans 

NMFS regional office priorities

- Lower Columbia River all H analysis

- Steelhead hatchery supplementation – risks and benefits

- Chinook RME plan (Puget Sound) and RME in general

Overview of how the OCS system works (2:35, 10 minutes)
Schedule meetings for rest of year (2:45, 15 minutes)
Adjourn (3:00) 
Regional Administrator’s conference room, Building 1, NOAA Sand Point 

Address:  

7600 Sand Point Way N.E. 
Seattle, WA 98115-6349

Note:  please allow 5-10 minutes to check in with the guard and receive a visitor’s pass.

Map and directions for driving from SeaTac Airport to NOAA Sand Point: 


1. Follow signs to "Freeways North". 

2. Take 518 to I-5 North to Seattle. 

3. Exit I-5 at NE 45th Street, exit 169. Take a right onto 45th. 

4. Follow 45th east through the University District and past the U-Village. The street eventually winds north and becomes Sand Point Way NE. 

5. Pass the Naval Station. 

6. At the "NOAA Western Regional Center" sign, turn right onto the campus. 

7. Follow signs. Parking is free. 

The RA’s conference room in located on the bottom floor of building 1.  Park in the first main parking lot, and enter building 1 through the covered walkway.  Go down stairs and continue straight until the end of the building, where you will find the conference room.
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