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Overview
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• Groundfish data
• 2013 Review of Data Acquisition
• Other data reviews



Fishery Dependent Data
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2013 Data Review

• Science Program Management
• Data Management
• Data Application and Biological Sampling for Stock 

Assessments
• Biennial Assessment Cycle
• Survey Implementation
• Fishery-Independent Surveys
• Observer Program
• Emerging Technologies
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Science Program Management

• Recommendations: 
• Prioritize mission elements
• Work with partners
• Continue to address perceived insularity of groundfish 

division
• Response

• Center and Division prioritization processes
• Partnerships expanding
• Collaborations inside and outside center are developing
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Data Management

• Recommendations: 
• Get way better at it.

• Response
• Data manager to focus on groundfish data sets, access and 

processing 
• Partnership with Moore Foundation
• Multi-year effort, pervasive issues across agency
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Prioritze Data Needs – Application of Data 
Within Assessments

• Recommendations: 
• Identify data sets to which assessment results are most 

sensitive
• Apply priorities to survey collections

• Response
• We will be conducting sensitivity analyses
• Evaluating species or species-group meetings
• Some constraints based on funding
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Survey Implementation

• Recommendations: 
• Better document survey methods and design, appoint a 

monitoring lead
• Response

• Improved documentation is underway
• Conducting analyses to evaluate effects of changes in 

frequency, intensity, etc. of trawl survey
• Hiring freeze and resource constraints on monitoring lead
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Fishery Independent Surveys

• Recommendations: 
• Sample untrawlable habitats
• Calibrate triennial survey with our annual survey
• Develop new funding models for survey
• Devote one single vessel to hake survey

• Response
• National untrawlable habitat initiative
• Agency drive toward cooperative management
• Calibration more challenging than initially appears; exploring
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Observer Program
• Recommendations: 

• Explore alternative funding mechanisms
• Consider alternative sampling programs, given change in 

discard patterns
• Improve data management

• Response
• Observer data management has been, and continues to be a 

high priority
• Funding mechanisms – national level
• Working with assessment and other center scientists on 

alternative sampling
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Emerging Technologies
• Recommendations: 

• Operationalize them
• Expand use of genetic data
• Enhance data collection, anticipating future needs

• Response
• Developing partnership with other divisions for genetic 

analysis
• National initiatives
• Expanding data collection as resources allow
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Other Reviews and Next Steps

• Center for Independent Experts Reviews
• Joint Hake-Sardine Survey
• Hook-and-line Survey

• Moving Forward
• Comprehensive look at reviews
• Prioritize next steps for data collection
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