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INTRODUCTION

Overview

This report summarizes discarded catch data collected by the West Coast Groundfish Observer
Program (WCGOP) from the California halibut bottom trawl fishery from January 1, 2008 through
April 30, 2009. The WCGORP collects at-sea data from limited entry (LE) trawl and fixed gear
fisheries as well as from nearshore rockfish, shrimp, California halibut, and deep-water fisheries. The
WCGOP’s goal is to improve total catch estimates by collecting information on the discarded catch
(fish returned overboard at-sea) of west coast groundfish species. The data are used in assessing and
managing a variety of groundfish species.

West Coast California Halibut Bottom Trawl Fishery

California halibut is not managed under the Pacific Fishery Management Council’s (PFMC) Pacific
Coast Groundfish Fishery Management Plan (FMP), although it can co-occur with other FMP flatfish
species on the continental shelf. Vessels that participate in the California halibut trawl fishery can
belong to either the limited entry (federal permit required) or open access (OA) (federal permit not
required) sector of the federal groundfish trawl fishery. The California halibut trawl fishery generally
operates out of U.S. ports from San Francisco to Los Angeles.

California began requiring state-issued licenses to participate in this fishery in 2006. Management of
the fishery includes state-designated California Halibut Trawl Grounds (CHTG) from Point Arguello
to Point Mugu, CA. Commercial bottom trawling is prohibited in California state waters, with the
exception of the CHTG. The fishing season within the California Halibut Trawl Grounds (CHTG)
covers two calendar years, thus the seasons 2007-2008 and 2009-2010 are included in this report.
Regulations for vessels operating in the CHTG include minimum mesh sizes of 7.5 inches in length to
reduce bycatch, a three-month closed season during California halibut spawning (March 15 - June 15),
a 500 pound possession limit on the incidental take of fish other than California halibut, a 22 inch
minimum size limit for retained California halibut, and mandated federal observer coverage by the
WCGOP. A comprehensive review of the California halibut bottom trawl fishery in the CHTG was
recently published by the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG 2008). In August 2008, an
additional CHTG spatial closure was implemented in state waters and continues into 2009 (CDFG
2009).

Generally, vessels operating in this fishery in state waters do not hold a federal limited entry
groundfish trawl permit, and are therefore referred to in this report as open access. Some vessels with
a federal limited entry groundfish trawl permit also have a state California Halibut Bottom Trawl
Vessel Permit and these vessels primarily operate in federal waters out of the ports of Monterey and
San Francisco. Federal LE groundfish permitted vessels targeting California halibut are subject to
federal groundfish regulations, depth-based conservation area closures, trip limits for groundfish, and
must participate in a vessel monitoring system for enforcement purposes. In federal waters, trawling
for California halibut can occur year-round, but a state permit is required (as of 2006) to land more
than 150 pounds of California halibut per trip.

Vessels range in size from 29 to 71 feet, with an average length of 46 feet. Fishing generally occurs in
less than 30 fathoms of water and fishers deliver their catch to shore-based processors. Some vessels
operating out of ports south of San Francisco and within the CHTG deliver their California halibut
catch live. This is a low-volume, high-priced component of the fishery and the tow duration for live



California halibut is less than the average tow duration for the dead fish fishery (CDFG 2008). Vessels
retain and deliver to processors the portion of catch that is marketable and permitted to be landed. The
portion of their catch that is not marketable or prohibited by regulations is discarded at-sea.

Commercial California Halibut Bottom Trawl Fishery Data

Fisheries managers and enforcement officers use state-issued sales receipts, referred to as fish tickets,
and vessel logbooks to monitor fishery landings and fishing behavior. Fish ticket and vessel logbook
data are transferred to the Pacific Coast Fisheries Information Network (PacFIN) regional database
system by state fishery agencies in Washington, Oregon, and California. Fish tickets provide
information on the amount of fish that is landed. However, managers also need discard information for
each managed species. One of the best means of acquiring accurate data needed to estimate the
amount of discarded catch is through an at-sea observer program.

West Coast Groundfish Observer Program

On May 24, 2001, NOAA Fisheries (National Marine Fisheries Service, NMFS) established the
WCGORP in accordance with the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery Management Plan (50 CFR Part
660) (66 FR 20609). This regulation requires all vessels that catch groundfish in the United States
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) from 3-200 miles offshore to carry an observer when notified to do
so by NMFS or its designated agent. Subsequent state rule-making has extended NMFS’s ability to
require that California and Oregon vessels that only fish in the 0-3 mile state territorial zone also carry
observers. Observers are stationed along the US west coast from Bellingham, Washington to San
Diego, California.

Program Goals

The WCGOP’s goal is to improve estimates of total catch and discard by observing groundfish
fisheries along the US west coast. Originally, the WCGOP focused observer effort in the LE trawl and
fixed gear fisheries. In 2002, the WCGOP began deploying observers in open access fisheries while
increasing its coverage of the LE trawl fishery. In 2005, the WCGOP increased its coverage of the LE
fixed gear fishery and in 2006, the WCGOP improved coverage of the nearshore fishery. Currently,
the WCGOP coverage goal is to maintain, at a minimum, 20% coverage of the LE trawl and fixed gear
fisheries by landings, while continuing to improve coverage in the open access and nearshore fisheries.
The observer coverage plan is available at: http://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/research/divisions/fram/
observer/observersamplingplan.pdf.

METHODS

Open Access California Halibut Bottom Trawl Selection

Open access California halibut bottom trawl permits are selected for observation using stratified
random sampling. First, the WCGOP determines the amount of time (based on available resources) it
will take to observe the entire fleet; this is termed the selection cycle. The selection cycle varies due to
changing priorities and observer resources. The data in this report were collected during two selection
cycles. The two selection cycles were January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008 (selection cycle 5) and
January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009 (selection cycle 6). California provided an initial list of vessels
with state-issued California halibut bottom trawl permits. The following criteria were applied to the
list of permits/vessels to select for the open access sector of this fishery in 2008:

» Vessel does not have a limited entry federal groundfish permit.



* Vessel landed at least 1000 Ibs of California halibut between January 1, 2006 and July 31,
2007.

» Vessel used bottom trawl gear to land California halibut.
» Vessel is 17 feet in length or greater.

In 2008, a total of 57 vessels had California halibut bottom trawl permits. After the above criteria were
applied, the total number of vessels selected for the 2008 open access California halibut fishery was
33.

The WCGOP aggregates ports along the US west coast into port groups, which are considered strata.
Open access vessels with California halibut permits are assigned to a port group based upon the
location of the previous year’s landings. Within each port group, the vessels are randomly selected for
coverage for a two-month period. After the entire fleet has been selected, a new selection cycle begins.
This selection process is designed to produce a logistically feasible sampling plan with a distribution of
observations throughout the entire geographic range of the fishery over time. Based on this design and
the current level of WCGOP funding, the program is currently cycling through the open access
California halibut bottom trawl fleet every year.

Limited Entry Bottom Trawl Vessels Targeting CA Halibut

Vessels with a federal limited entry permit are selected for coverage in the LE groundfish bottom trawl
fishery by the WCGOP. For more details on the selection process for the LE groundfish bottom trawl
fishery, see the most recent WCGOP report (NMFS 2008a). If a vessel was selected during a period
for observer coverage under the LE groundfish bottom trawl fishery, and the vessel targeted California
halibut, then those trips/tows were also observed.

Observed tows that targeted California halibut on a bottom trawl vessel with a federal limited entry
groundfish permit and a state-issued California halibut bottom trawl permit are included in this report.
Tows targeting California halibut were determined using the following criteria:

» Target species of the tow was recorded by the observer as California halibut.

» Target of the tow was recorded as nearshore mix, sand sole, or other flatfish, the depth of the
tow was less than or equal to 30 fathoms, and the vessel was fishing south of 40°10" N.
latitude.

This selection step was necessary to ensure that all hauls targeting California halibut were included,
given the variety of target codes recorded by observers from vessel logbooks. Catch and spatial data
from this additional step were reviewed to confirm fishing behavior was consistent with the California
halibut fishery.

Coverage of the California Halibut Bottom Trawl Fishery

A list of fisheries in order of priority for observer coverage can be found in the WCGOP observer
training manual (NWFSC 2008). The open access California halibut trawl fleet is one of WCGOP’s
lower priorities for observer coverage. Conversely, limited entry trawl vessels are the highest priority
for observer coverage, regardless of whether they are targeting groundfish or California halibut.
Nearly all trips taken within the two-month period by a vessel whose California halibut or federal
groundfish permit has been selected are covered by an observer. However, sometimes vessels whose
permits are selected for a specific two-month period may not be covered by an observer during that



period or may not be covered on all trips during that period.

A trip may be waived from observer coverage due to observer availability or a safety issue that can be
fixed in a relatively short period of time. A few California halibut trawl vessels were given selection
cycle waivers. A selection cycle waiver allows the vessel to fish without an observer during all trips
taken during the entire selection cycle. Selection cycle waivers are given when a vessel has a serious
safety concern that cannot be easily remedied or when a vessel has serious space constraints.

Some vessels may receive a coverage period waiver. Coverage period waivers allow a vessel to fish
all trips during a two-month period without an observer. Coverage period waivers are given for a
variety of reasons including observer availability and vessel safety. Vessels are given a coverage
period waiver for a specified two-month period and are added to the selection list for the next two-
month period. For instance, if a vessel is given a coverage period waiver for January 1 through
February 28, that vessel is automatically selected for observer coverage for the period March 1 through
April 30. Vessels continue to be added in the subsequent selection list until either an observer covers
them or until the selection cycle ends, whichever comes first.

Trawl Data Collection

Fisheries observers are trained professionals who monitor and record catch data on commercial fishing
vessels by following protocols in the WCGOP Manual (NWFSC 2008).

Data collected by the observers on a trip basis include:
» Start time, end time, depth, and the start and end location of tows
» Gear type and fishing strategy
» Fish ticket identification numbers
Data collected by the observers on a tow basis include:
» Estimated total catch weight (including tows for which there is 100% discard)
» Weight of discard by catch category
» Reason for discard by catch category or species
» Species composition of discard by catch category
* Weight of fish retained by catch category which is generally copied from vessel logbook
» Catch of prohibited species and incidental take of protected species
» Size composition, tags, and viability assessments for Pacific halibut
» Size composition of discarded fish
» Basic taxonomic composition of non-fish bycatch
» Biological collections (otoliths, maturity, food habits, genetic samples, etc.)
For more information regarding observer sampling on trawlers, refer to the WCGOP Observer
Training Manual, Chapter 4 (NWFSC 2008).
Data Quality Control and Management
The WCGORP uses the following procedure to ensure that the quality of data collected is maintained:



1. Data are collected at-sea by the observer following protocols in the WCGOP Manual (NWFSC
2008).

2. Data are entered into a secure database system. A database table hierarchy is located in Appendix
A.

3. Observers are debriefed by WCGOP staff after every two-month period. The debriefing includes:

e Calculation, Data Form, and Sampling Methodology Checks - Observers send data to a
debriefer on a monthly basis. The debriefer checks all calculations for accuracy, reviews data
forms for completeness, and ensures appropriate sampling methodologies were employed.

» Observer Logbook Review - Observers keep logbooks detailing the events of each trip, basic
deck schematics, sampling methods used, communication logs, and confirmation of a current
safety decal. Any tows during which sampling problems occurred are documented in the
logbook and reviewed during debriefing.

* Interview - The observer is interviewed by the debriefer. During the interview, sampling
methodologies employed on all trips are discussed and data errors are updated.

» Evaluation - Observers are evaluated on their performance based upon WCGOP generated
criteria.

» Data Entry Check - Electronic data are compared to the raw data for keypunch errors. Also, all
corrections discovered during debriefing are updated in the database program.

4. Database Quality Control Queries - Quality control queries are run to detect data that fall outside
specified ranges and identify other inconsistencies between data elements. These database quality
control queries are run every six months to a year on all data collected during a specified time
period.

5. Database Update - The raw data from all entries that are highlighted by the quality control queries
are reviewed and the electronic data are updated.

Data Processing

Data processing includes the following steps: expand the subsample of species composition to the tow-
level; translate observer species codes to the appropriate PacFIN fish ticket data codes; identify and
select the observer data records to match to fish tickets; query and process all PacFIN fish ticket data
associated with the California halibut bottom trawl fishery; and merge observer data and fish ticket
data. The translation of WCGOP to PacFIN species codes allows a more seamless match of observer
data with fish ticket data and provides consistent information for calculating observer coverage of
overall fishery landings.

The WCGOP database administrator expands the subsamples of catch categories to the tow level. A
tow-level expansion is needed to estimate the total retained and discarded weight for each species
because the sampling procedure used to collect species composition data allows for subsampling. The
following equation is used to calculate the weight of the subsample by summing across the observed
weights of the individual species:
W, = Z Xys
S

where:
Xks= observed weight of the species s in catch category k in the subsample
wy = weight of the subsample from catch category k



The sampling ratio (Ri) used to scale the subsample weights to the amount in the catch category is
calculated by dividing the weight of the subsample by the total weight of the catch category using the
equation:
R =w, /yk
where:
yx = the total weight of catch category k

The tow-level expanded weight of species s in category k is calculated by dividing the species weight
in the subsample by the sampling ratio in the following equation:

Xis = Xis /Rk
where:
Xys= the weight of species s in catch category k

Tallying the weight (Xs) of the species (s) across all categories (k) within a tow provides the total
weight of the species retained or discarded.

Once the tow-level expansion is complete, a data file that includes all fields necessary for the analysis
is produced.

Observer data that meet the following criteria are removed for the fish ticket matching process:
» Trips with tows where no retained or discarded information is recorded.
» All discarded catch information.
» Trips where no fish ticket could be found.
» Partial trips (trips where the vessel was observed for less than 100% of their landed catch).

Next, the translation step of the process adds coding to the WCGOP observer data that allows for the
appropriate match to the coding system used to record data from fish tickets into PacFIN.

Once these two steps are completed, the retained catch records from the observer data, which are
typically vessel supplied estimates, are merged with fish ticket data to provide more accurate estimates
of retained catch. The WCGOP data are linked to fish tickets by direct fish ticket number(s) obtained
by the observer and/or by comparing the return date recorded by the observer with the dates of fish
tickets from the vessel. For trips with multiple fish tickets, the fish ticket data are combined for
analysis purposes. For trips with missing fish tickets, the observer retained catch data are not adjusted.

The WCGOP data are adjusted so that the total trip pounds of retained fish in a catch category matches
the total trip pounds on the fish ticket, because the fish ticket weight is often more accurate and fish
tickets are legally binding documents. To match the total trip pounds, the weights within each
observer retained catch category are scaled up or down by the ratio of fish ticket and observer trip
weights for that category, using the following equation to calculate the adjustment factor:

Antke = Xinik /metk
k



where:
Xmik = Ibs in catch category k in tow tin trip m
A = adjustment factor used for catch category k in tow t in trip m

The equation used to adjust the WCGOP data is:

Xtk = Ak X Cng

where:
Cmk = Ibs in catch category k for trip m recorded on the fish ticket

When a catch category in the WCGOP data cannot be matched to a fish ticket catch category, the
WCGOP data are not adjusted. Catch categories found only on the fish tickets are distributed across
the observed tows using the proportion of the observed catch per tow divided by the total observed
catch per trip using the following equation:

ZZ thks
— k

S

B
m Zzzxmtks
t k s

Cmtk = Bmt X ka
where:
Bmi= the proportion of observed catch in tow t in trip m
Cmi = Ibs in catch category k for tow t in trip m recorded on the fish ticket

Upon completion of the observer data merge and adjustment with fish ticket data, the data that had
been previously removed for the matching process are then incorporated back into the data file for
analysis.

Analysis

Observer coverage rates in the California halibut bottom trawl fishery were calculated as the pro-
portion of fleet-wide landings of California halibut that were observed. Coverage rates were computed
based on the complete annual dataset for 2008 and January through April of 2009. Fleet-wide landings
of California halibut in 2008 and January through April of 2009 were limited to vessels with California
halibut permits in the open access sector and if any Calfornia halibut were landed from a trip in the
limited entry sector.

After coverage rates were calculated but prior to subsequent analyses, data that met the following
criteria were removed:

» Data where WCGOP data quality standards were not met.
» Tows where no retained or discarded information was recorded.
» Tows where the species composition of discarded catch was not known (unsampled discard).

Once these steps had been applied, the ratio estimator technique (Cochran 1977) was used to estimate
bycatch and discard rates for each major species or species group. Rates were calculated for all of the
groundfish stocks currently managed under rebuilding plans, prohibited species in each fishery (Pacific
halibut), and all groundfish stocks for which discard is estimated annually on a fleet-wide basis.
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The ratio estimates (R;) were calculated separately for each sector:

R:Zyt/Zxt
t t

where:
y¢ = the discarded or total catch pounds of a species in tow t
Xt = the retained pounds of California halibut in tow t

The variance of R is approximated by using the following equation:

R ——

where:
X and y = the means of x; and y; over the tows

s?(x¢) and s%(y;) = the standard errors of x; and y; over all tows

This variance estimator is that which was employed by Pikitch et al. (1998) and is based on methods
presented by Cochran (1977). Note that Var (R) cannot be calculated when x; = 0 or y; = 0 for all tows
and should be considered with extreme caution when R is equal to one. Variance estimates were not
computed by port group and therefore, do not relate back directly to the random stratified sampling
framework employed by the WCGOP, where vessels within each port group were the sampling unit.

Discard ratios were computed as the observed discard weight of each species over the fish ticket
adjusted observed weight of retained California halibut. Similarly, bycatch ratios were calculated as
the observed total catch weight (discarded + retained) divided by the observed weight of retained
California halibut.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Overall Coverage Levels

The total number of observed trips, tows, vessels, and observed and total fleet-wide California halibut
landings in the LE and OA sectors of the California halibut trawl fishery are summarized in Table 1.
The observed coverage rate, calculated as the proportion of fleet-wide California halibut landings
observed, is provided for each WCGOP port group and for the entire California coast. Data were
combined as needed to ensure confidentiality.

Observer coverage in the LE sector of the California halibut trawl fishery has centered mostly around
San Francisco and Monterey, where most of the fishing activity occurs. Observer coverage in 2008
increased dramatically in the LE sector of this fishery relative to 2007, from 14% to 35% (NMFS
2008b). This is the highest annual observer coverage rate ever observed in this sector. Overall, annual
coverage in the LE sector of the California halibut fishery has ranged between 3 and 23%, with the
highest coverage rate occurring in 2004. However, landings of California halibut were relatively
constant between 2007 and 2008 at 39 mt.

Observer coverage of the OA sector of the California halibut trawl fishery decreased in 2008 relative to
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2007, from 7% to 5% (NMFS 2008b). However, landings of California halibut in the 2008 OA sector
were 50 mt, which was higher than the 39 mt landed in 2007. Observer coverage in the OA sector of
the California halibut trawl fishery has ranged between 4% and 10% from 2003 through 2007.
Participants in the OA sector of the California halibut fishery typically operate further south than the
LE sector. The OA sector is associated with WCGOP port groups from San Francisco south to Los
Angeles.

Observed Total Catch, Discard Ratios, and Bycatch Ratios

Table 2 presents the observed total catch weight (mt), discard weight (mt) and percent discarded from
observed vessels in the LE and OA sectors of the California halibut trawl fishery. A single total catch
weight for some species groups is provided, although discard weights are reported by species within
the group. Landed weights are often recorded at a broader level of species resolution than observer
discard data. Because of this, in many cases it is only appropriate for the WCGOP to report total catch
and retained weights for species groups rather than individual species. WCGOP analysts have
evaluated which species are typically grouped on fish tickets and which are recorded at a species-
specific level. Total catch weights are reported for individual species whenever possible. However,
when landed weights for individual species are anticipated to be underestimated by more than 10%
coastwide, total catch for these species is reported jointly with larger catch groupings under which they
are typically recorded. For instance, although observers record discard of longnose skate at the species
level, processors often report this weight along with other skate species as unspecified skate.

In 2008, rebuilding groundfish species were not observed in the catch from this fishery. Observed
coastwide total catch (discarded + retained) in the LE sector of the California halibut fishery was
largely comprised of California halibut, Dungeness crab, bat ray, big skate, California skate, and starry
flounder (Table 2). A relatively large weight of other skate and ray species was also observed. For
non-rebuilding species, the decision to discard is dependent not only upon levels of cumulative
retained catch and corresponding landing limits, but also upon the size, condition, and marketability of
the catch. The regulated minimum size for retained California halibut is 22 inches. Overall,
Dungeness crab, bat ray, and California halibut constituted the largest components of observed discard
in the LE sector. All of the observed catch of Dungeness crab and bat ray were discarded. Although
the discard weight of California halibut was a large component of overall discard, the total discard
percentage for California halibut was only 27%. Coastwide total catch (discarded + retained) from the
observed OA sector was less than that observed in the LE sector. The composition of total catch and
discard were similar in both sectors. The primary components of observed discard in the OA sector
were Dungeness crab and California halibut, although unlike the LE sector, Dungeness crab was larger
in both total catch and discarded weight than California halibut. A major component of discard in both
sectors was skates and rays, although the species composition within this grouping differs by sector.

Discard ratios and standard errors for the LE and OA sectors of the California halibut trawl fishery are
reported in Table 3. Similarly, Table 4 provides bycatch ratios and standard errors for each sector. All
ratios were computed using California halibut in the denominator. Species were grouped for ratio
calculations according to Appendix B. Discard and bycatch ratios were higher for Dungeness crab and
unspecified jellyfish in both sectors, as well as other nongroundfish in the OA sector and bat ray in the
LE sector. Ratios for the unspecified jellyfish group had very large standard errors. The bycatch ratio
for Calfornia halibut was similar between sectors.

The observed catch of two species of interest under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) in both the LE
and OA sectors of the California halibut fishery are summarized annually in separate reports. Bycatch
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of interest includes salmon species, particularly chinook (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) and coho
(Oncorhynchus kisutch), because of their threatened status on the US Pacific west coast, which are
reported in Heery et al. (2009a). Green sturgeon have been of conservation concern in both
commercial and recreational fisheries. Recent genetic analyses of green sturgeon indicate that there
are distinct northern and southern populations of this species along the west coast. The southern
Distinct Population Segment (DPS) is listed as threatened under the ESA. Bycatch of green sturgeon
in the observed sectors of the groundfish fishery are reported in Heery et al. (2009b). Bycatch of
salmon and green sturgeon are reported as bycatch rates in this report and by number of individual fish
in the reports listed above.

Biological Sampling Data: Length-Frequency Distributions

WCGOP observers primarily collect length or sexed lengths from non-protected resources, although in
some circumstances they also collect otoliths or viabilities. Biological data are collected from
randomly selected individuals within a species composition sample and only from the discarded
portion of the total catch. Biological data collected in the LE and OA sectors of the California halibut
fishery for non-protected resources from September 2003 through April 2009 are summarized in Table
5.

The length frequency distributions of discarded species from biological data are provided from both
sectors of the California halibut fishery in Figure 1. Length frequency plots are shown for all species
for which greater than 30 observations were available. These include California halibut, Dungeness
crab, English sole, lingcod, longnose skate, Pacific sanddab, petrale sole, spiny dogfish, and starry
flounder. Lengths for Dungeness crab reflect the carapace width of sampled individuals.

For protected resources, including any species regulated under the Endangered Species Act (ESA),
additional types of biological data are collected whenever possible. Since 2007, the WCGOP has
collected lengths, photographs, and tissue samples from all green sturgeon observed, as well as sexes
and fin ray samples from all dead individuals. For salmon, observers record length and sex for all
individuals, as well as weight, note presence or absence of an adipose fin, and collect scales and
snouts. Information regarding biosampling procedures for green sturgeon and salmon is available in
the WCGOP observer training manual (NWFSC 2008).

Biological data for protected fish resources collected by observers in the LE and OA sectors of the
California halibut fishery from September 2003 through April 2009 are summarized in Table 6.
Observers sampled a total of 165 chinook salmon, 4 coho salmon, and 54 green sturgeon across all
years. Length frequency distributions for Chinook salmon and green sturgeon are presented in Figure
2, as greater than 30 observations are available for each of these protected species.

Summary

Discard and bycatch rates calculated from observer data collected in the limited entry and open access
California halibut bottom traw! fishery are now available for use in the management process. The
observer data will be used in conjunction with additional commercial California halibut trawl fishery
landings information to expand discard estimates to the fleet-wide level in order to inform the
management process on coastwide total mortality in this fishery. Biological sample data will also be
available for use by stock assessment authors.
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FIGURES

Figure 1. Length frequency distributions of discarded species observed in the limited entry and open
access sectors of the California halibut fishery from September 2003 - April 2009. Length frequencies
are provided for FMP groundfish and other species for which 30 observations or more were available.
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Figure 1 continued. Length frequency distributions of discarded species observed in the limited entry

and open access sectors of the California halibut fishery from September 2003 - April 2009. Length
frequencies are provided for FMP groundfish and other species for which 30 observations or more

were available.

Petrale sole
n | o n=118
N
o /\
> N o o
s 9- \
(on 0\
1 o | o o
L A o~ \
L — / O\
(o]
° 40 \O
{ w w \
20 25 30 35
Starry flounder
3 | _
o o n =429
> 8 - o \
c —
3 / 5
O
g \
LL o /0 o
o Jo-0-0 0-0-4
I

Length (cm)

35

15

10

Spiny dogfish

n =204

O Oa@DOOo

I I \
60 80 100

Length (cm)

16



Figure 2. Length frequency distributions of discarded protected species observed in the limited entry
and open access sectors of the California halibut fishery from September 2003 - April 2009. Length
frequencies are provided for protected species for which 30 observations or more were available.
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TABLES

Table 1. Total observed trips, hauls, vessels and California halibut landings in the limited entry sector
(top) and the open access sector (bottom) of the California halibut fishery in 2008 and in January
through April 2009. Coverage rates (far-right column) for each port group are computed as the
proportion of total California halibut landings that were observed. Data are combined as needed to
ensure confidentiality.

% of total
California
halibut
landings

Observed
California
halibut

Total
California
halibut

Number of
observed

Number of
observed

Number of
observed

Port Group

trips

hauls

vessels

landings (mt) landings (mt)

observed

Limited Entry Sector

2008

Eureka

Fort Bragg

San Francisco
Monterey
Morro Bay

Santa Barbara

Los Angeles

Total

Jan - Apr 2009

Eureka

Fort Bragg

San Francisco

Monterey

Morro Bay

Santa Barbara

Los Angeles

Total

Open Access Sector

2008

Eureka

Fort Bragg

San Francisco
Monterey
Morro Bay
Santa Barbara

2.6

Los Angeles

Total

50.2

Jan - Apr 2009

Eureka

Fort Bragg

San Francisco

Monterey

Morro Bay

Santa Barbara

14.7

Los Angeles

Total

23.5
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Table 2. Observed catch weight (mt), discard weight (mt), and percent discarded from the observed
vessels in the limited entry and open access sectors of the 2008 California halibut fishery.

Limited Entry Open Access
Total catch Discard Total % Total Discard  Total %
(mt) (mt) discarded | catch (mt) (mt) discarded
Rebuilding species
Bocaccio * - - -- - - --
Canary rockfish -- -- -- -- -- --
Cowcod * -- - - - - --
Darkblotched rockfish * -- -- -- -- -- --
Pacific ocean perch * -- -- -- -- -- --
Widow rockfish - - -- - - --
Yelloweye rockfish * -- -- -- -- -- --
Non-rebuilding species
Big skate 3.528 3.501 99.2% 0.533 0.533  100.0%
Bronzespotted rockfish 0.000 0.000 0.0% -- -- --
Brown rock