Minutes of the 16 May meeting of the Oregon Coast Work Group (OCWG) of the Oregon and Northern California Coast (ONCC) Technical Recovery Team (TRT), Corvallis, Oregon
Attendance.  OCWG Members: Tom Nickelson, Gordie Reeves, Mark Chilcote, Pete Lawson, Tom Wainwright, Kelly Moore, Laure Weitkamp; Staff: Heather Stout, Rosemary Furfey; Visitors: Jeff Lockwood (NMFS), Kaitlin Lovell (Trout Unlimited), Wayne Hoffman (MidCoast Watersheds Council)

The meeting convened at 10:15 am.

1.  Minutes.  Minutes of March 15 and April 13 meetings were approved.
2.  Recognition of Tom Nickelson’s retirement.  Tom’s retirement was celebrated with kind words, thoughtful memories, and delectable cheesecake.

3. Agenda revisions.  No revisions were made.

4.  Review of the TRT meeting with respect to viability criteria.  Tom Wainwright summarized the major comments on the OC viability criteria generated during the April 13th SONCC meeting (also summarized on a handout).  The work group reached the following decisions on each point:

· Change from “ESU delisting” criteria to “ESU sustainability” criteria.  
· ES-1 (formerly ED-1): Change from “at least 2” to “at least half”.
· ES-2 (formerly ED-2): Temporarily change from “exception of no more than three” to “exception of one per strata” but consider possible scenarios before making final decision.

· ES-3 (formerly ED-3): Drop this criteria, replace with new population sustainability criteria and text in introduction explaining the role of habitat to sustainability.

· PS-2: Criteria will be changed to “average over most recent 6 years for years in which n > 10”.  Tom N. will have Mary explore statistics of this.

· PS-3: Time frame will be 12 years, average 4 fish/mile peak count (corrected for observer bias).

· PS-4:  Time frame will be 12 years.

· PS-5: New habitat criteria will be along the lines of “habitat will continue to be adequate to sustain populations into the foreseeable future”, with metrics to be determined.     
5.  Possible life history diversity from scale analysis.  Tom Nickelson presented initial results from scale analysis showing different widths of scale areas representing summer, winter, and spring growth periods, which may be interpreted as different life history types.  The OCWG encouraged further exploration of this technique, with the realization that it’s in its infancy.
6.  Public comment period.  None.

7. Comments on state viability report that apply to OC viability criteria.  Due to time constraints, the Viability Committee will address this at a future meeting.   

8.  Identify work products, schedule. In order to complete the viability criteria document, the following items need to be completed by the next OCWG meeting (June 16).
· Revise document to include criteria changes (Tom W)

· Reorder document (Tom W)

· Complete final model runs (Tom W, Pete L, Mark C, Tom N)

· Add text to discussion (Tom W)

· Complete appendices

· Introduction to modeling (Tom W)

· Designation of strata (Heather S)

· Data used (Tom N)

· Finish model-specific appendices (Tom W, Pete L, Mark C, Tom N)

9.  Decision support system (DSS).  Pete Lawson provided a description of the fuzzy-logic based decision support system and provided an example application to the OC coho viability.  The group approved using DSS to indicate uncertainty in the populations, and will have a meeting May 31-June 1 in Newport to work out the details.
10.  Task reports. 

· Rosemary Furfey reported on recent and upcoming stakeholder meetings, and upcoming federal caucus (June 2) and Oregon coastal zone management (June 10) meetings.  She also reported that the salmon recovery report to congress and the Draft FR notice announcing recovery plans by December 2005 are being finalized.

· Pete Lawson reported on the most recent RSRP meeting and the ESU workshop.

· Heather Stout discussed the CHART meeting, particularly the ramifications of limiting critical habitat to documented (versus professional judgment or observed) species distributions.

· It was decided to delay resurrecting the limiting factor committee until the viability criteria document is completed.

11.  Tasks.  In addition to tasks for the viability criteria listed above, identified tasks were:

· reserve room for May 31-June 1 Newport meeting (Heather S)

· Pursue scale analysis further (Tom N.)

· Locate Botkin report (Heather S, Laurie W)

12.  Future meetings.  The next OCWG meetings will be June 16 and July 14.
13.  Public Comments.  Wayne Hoffman suggested several options for examining salmon productivity as it relates to habitat and population productivity.  One approach would predict smolt production from GIS-based habitat area (i.e., maximum productivity) and compare this value to actual smolt production to provide an estimate of habitat quality.  Another method would compare smolt production at both high and low abundances as a ground truth for the genetic-based abundance criteria.
