Puget Sound Recovery Implementation Technical Team (RITT)

Agenda and Notes from Meeting (in italics) 
Minutes by Rebecca Ponzio; accepted at May 26, 2010, RITT meeting

Twenty-fourth Meeting – Friday, April 16, 2010, 10 am – 3 pm

Seattle Aquarium Conference Room
Attendance

RITT members:  Norma Jean Sands, Eric Beamer, Kit Rawson, Kirk Lakey, Ken Currens, Bill Graeber (by phone)
PSP:  Rebecca Ponzio, Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz (am), Roma Call (am)
Domain Team:  none 
Others:  Mindy Rowse, Bruce Crawford, Alan Chapman (phone), David St John (pm)
10:00 am  Approve minutes of March meeting and today’s agenda
                 Choose notetaker.

Rebecca Ponzio will be the note taker.

The March meeting minutes were approved without change.

10:15 am  Updates 
a. Membership status – Norma
There are 3 nominations submitted for membership. Nominations will be screened by the Science Panel.  Of the existing membership: Phil Roni leaving, Eric Beamer uncertain status due to funding, Bill Graeber seeking funding to participate. Current members staying on: Ken Currens, Kit Rawson, Kirk Lakey, Mary Ruckelshaus, Norma Jean Sands. 
b. Liaisons – All
Eric met with Island Co. TAG/Staff to advance AMM progress
c. NMFS – Norma (Elizabeth is out of town)
NOAA Fisheries (Center and RO) are working on the 5-year status report of listed salmonid ESUs.  Norma is heading the work on Puget Sound and Ozette salmon populations.  The current status will be compared with the status written 5 years ago (Good et al.).  The RO is working on the habitat portion.  A draft report is scheduled to be done by mid July and the final to be ready by the end of August.  Norma will let the RITT members review the draft in July.  
Shoreline Management: The RITT feels that Matt’s comments on this are good and that the RITT and DT should meet about this topic.  We will propose this to Elizabeth. It would be good to get a list of references on shoreline management compiled so we know where we are. 

d. PSP – Rebecca 
Rebecca and Elizabeth are working to set up a meeting between RITT and NOAA Regional Office (RO) to discuss monitoring and adaptive management.  

e. RIST – Ken – the team has not met for a while, but is scheduling a meeting for June.
10:45 am   Choosing a new liaison for Strait de Juan de Fuca populations 
This needs to be done when the new members to RITT have been finalized.  At that time RITT will also review the liaison assignments.  
11:00 am   Review of the early-received 3-yr plans 

WRIA 8 - Kirk and Jason
San Juan – Mary and Roma

[WRIA 9, Hood Canal (not received)]
The WRIA 8 and San Juan 3-year project plans were discussed.  The write ups will be finished by 4/23; any additional comments by RITT members should be forwarded to Kirk and Jason for WRIA 8 and to Roma for San Juan prior to 4/23.  
The remainder of the watersheds should have their 3-yr plans in to PSP by May 17 and they will be reviewed at the RITT May and June meetings. Erics watershed plans will be scheduled for may since he will not be here in June and Ken’s watershed plans will be scheduled for June as he will not be here in May.  To give us more time to review plans prior to the May meeting, we will meet May 26th instead of May 20th.  

Region wide technical themes identified so far include:  inconsistency/inadequacy of regulations and the corresponding relationship to recovery of salmon;  climate change needs to start being recognized in planning recovery actions; H-integration needs to be highlighted and recognized in recovery planning.  
12:30 Lunch break
1:00 pm  Adaptive Management review with Bruce Crawford
Bruce Crawford of the NMFS RO  is beginning to work in the Puget Sound to develop an inventory of existing monitoring, following the general approach done in the Columbia Basin. The inventory is focused on VSP but will also include habitat. . Bruce recognizes and is impressed with the work being done by the RITT and agrees that strong coordination will be needed between his work and the RITT/PSP effort.
2:00 pm  Adaptive Management Template review
1) Salmon life cycle and VSP 

· Kit presented draft on salmon ecosystem components based on life cycle/VSP parameters. 

· Summary of conversation: 

· Each of 22 population will have own table w/applicable information

· Need to hold the idea of ‘ecological diversity’ – is this already captured? Will it be captured in the habitat information? 

· Habitat piece of table will be fleshed out via work being done by Ken and Eric to define habitat types.  

· All information in table is important, need to tailor to each watershed based on population/life history type

· Think about how/if to measure residence time, how to refine the information in each row

· How do we represent hatchery fish? – as another life history? 

2) Freshwater/Nearshore 

· Ken presented update for freshwater ecosystem component:

· Sub-dividing into large main stems, small main stems, tributaries, off-channel/floodplain, wetlands + KEAs (processes driving habitat) 

· Eric presented update for nearshore ecosystem components:

· Sub-dividing into geomorphic and geographic information – geographic scale = natal estuaries, drift cell systems, rocky shorelines, / sub-categories = drift call = 4 (deposits, bluffs), dents in shoreline, rocky shorelines / reach-scale: geopmorphic unit types (20 types) / types of elevational zones (e.g. intertidal zone, sub-tidal zone, etc.) / vegetation zone (habitat elements) ; took common themes for strategies w/in recovery plan … stalled out here – need to synthesize this for indicators and KEAs

3) Threats 

· PSP open standards categories (x-walking with NOAA de-listing factors) 

· Need to check in with PSP re: indirect threats

4) Strategies

· Need to keep track of document and keep track of page numbers

· PSP strategies still need to get done

3:00 pm  Adjourn

Next Meetings – 
   Wednesday, May 26, 2010

and third Thursday each month thereafter

Outstanding Ideas/Task/Issues/Agenda Items
	RITT
	TRT

	· Adaptive Management Plans for each watershed

· Climate Change Guidance for recovery implementation 

· Skokomish Recovery Plan review (when we receive next draft)

· Population Sequencing in dealing with jeopardy reviews

· Steelhead update (June?)


	· Chinook Viability document
· Flow document

Back Burner

Symposium for TRT products at AFS 2011 meeting in Seattle


	Watershed Liaisons (to be revisited May/June 2010)

	PUGET SOUND

Hood Canal 
Ken Currens 
Nooksack
Ken Currens
Nisqually
Ken Currens
San Juan
Mary Ruckelshaus
Skagit
Eric Beamer 
Island
Eric Beamer

Stillaguamish
Kit Rawson
Snohomish
Kit Rawson

	Lake Wash.
Kirk Lakey
Green
Kirk Lakey
Puyallup/White  
Kirk Lakey
West Sound/Kitsap
Norma Sands
South Puget Sound  
Norma Sands
Straits 
vacant

OZETTE Sockeye
Norma Sands


Quote of the month:  “If RITT goes away, I don’t know who would be able to do what you are doing.”  BC
