Puget Sound Recovery Implementation Technical Team (RITT)

Agenda and Notes from Meeting (in italics) 
Minutes by Norma Jean Sands; accepted at March 2010 RITT meeting

Twenty-second Meeting - Thursday, February 18th, 2010, 10 am – 3:30 pm

Morning: USGS Office in Tacoma, 934 Broadway, Ste 300, Tacoma, WA 98402
Afternoon attended PSP Workshop on “Puget Sound Ecosystem Components” held at:  Tacoma’s Municipal Building, Room 148 at 747 Market Street, downtown Tacoma

Attendance

RITT members:  Eric Beamer, Ken Currens, Kit Rawson, Kirk Lakey, Norma Jean Sands, Bill Graeber 

PSP:  Roma Call and Rebecca Ponzio (by phone)
Domain Team:  Elizabeth Babcock 
Others:  Mindy Rowse

10:00 am  Approve minutes of January’s meeting and today’s agenda
Minutes of last meeting were not available yet.
Norma will take notes of this meeting.
10:15 am  Updates 
a. Watershed Liaisons -  no updates to report
b. Skokomish Review – done? RITT members get comments to chair prior to meeting

Some more edits submitted today on our draft – from Kit and Bill

c. PSP – Roma Call – PSP letter to RITT RE: Climate Change Impacts and Puget Sound Salmon Recovery (see attachment)
PSP is responding to some enquiries from watersheds on whether there is any guidance for addressing climate change when planning salmon recovery actions.  PSP is asking whether this is something the RITT can provide guidance on, or is RIST more appropriate.  Or do we both need to address it at different levels?  Various agencies/organizations have and are addressing this.  It might be good for RIST to review guidance to date and RITT to start thinking about it at the Puget Sound watershed level.  At this point PSP does not want to ask the watersheds to do anything new in preparing their three-year plans; but the RITT could bring up the topic at watershed level meetings/discussions and within the region-wide comments (as something to be thinking about in the future) on the three-year plans.  
The RITT members thought it would be good to plan a longer RITT discussion on this topic at a later meeting.  Diversity within salmon populations needs to be emphasized as a way for the salmon to protect themselves against climate change.  The RITT would like to know more about how the PSP and Recovery Council are addressing this.  The PSP leads on climate change are Roma Call and John Meyer.  

d. Domain Team – Elizabeth – Steelhead Recovery Plan status and Regional response to WRIA 8 letter

Steelhead – The Steelhead TRT is almost ready with their population ID document; then they will address viability.  NOAA Regional Office is waiting for the technical work to be done before writing the recovery plan.  The RITT should review the TRT work when it is ready; and should probably get a progress report on viability before that is completed.    

The NOAA Regional Office policy level folks replied to the WRIA 8 letter concerning the comanagers Puget Sound Chinook harvest plan basically thanking them for their concerns, but not wanting to address specific issues at this point since NOAA staff are currently working with the comanagers on the plan for a 4-d rule.  
The RITT has served for two years now and members will receive letters of thanks and a plea to continue service.  In addition, new members will be sought.  It is important to have members that can contribute a significant portion of time to RITT tasks.  The Domain Team will probably spend less time with the RITT, and concentrate on issues of specific interest to them, and not all RITT work.  Some of the issues of joint interest are Adaptive Management, Review of the Skokomish Recovery Plan, and population prioritization (we should replace the term prioritization with sequencing, as all populations are important to the ESU recovery).  
The RITT and the Regional Office (e.g. Domain Team) should meet early in our next cycle to discuss what recovery implementation tasks are likely to be important for the RITT to tackle in the next two years.  One is, as mentioned above, addressing climate change.  Another is monitoring and adaptive management.  Bruce Crawford of NOAA has completed his guidance for the Columbia River and will be starting on one for Puget Sound; he should meet early with RITT so we can share ideas and approaches.  

11:00 am 

Adaptive Management – Vetting the nearshore designations using information from our 4 nearshore watershed recovery plans 

Nearshore ecological targets – Ken provided a handout giving major functional systems (derft cell shore forms, large river deltas, rocky shorelines and ecological communities) and suggesting possible KEAs.  KEAs are characteristics of targets that can be measured and assessed.  

Nearshore KEAs (Key Ecological Attributes) – Eric
We (RITT) will be bringing a nearshore template to the San Juan watershed at a meeting with the leads next week.  The Adaptive Management workgroup has been working at identifying common themes among our four “nearshore” watersheds.  These will be compared agains the 10 or so nearshore habitat types identified by the San Juan watershed group.  We then need to work on viability assessment, sequencing, and gap identification  using the “result chain” process of Miradi..  
Puget Sound progress:  San Juan coming along.  Skagit is in the beginning stages (have had 2 meetings with watershed folks) of starting the translating the recovery plan structure to the Open Standards structure.  We have not started with Hood Canal yet.  Snohomish, WRIA 8, and the Stillaguamish want to get started or have already started on their own flushing out their adaptive management plans and would like to see/use the RITT template being developed.  Rebecca is working on a guidance document for these watersheds on how to get started without the immediate “hand-holding” by RITT.  Of course, we are always there to help.  
12:30 Lunch break    The RITT portion of our days meeting was adjourned at 12:30. 
1:00 pm  PSP Workshop on Open Standards/ coordinating PSP and RITT work – at Tacoma’s Municipal Building, only a short walk away.   
All the RITT members at the meeting today also attended this workshop.  
3:30 pm  Workshop ended.
Next Meetings – 
Monday, March 15, 2010, Seattle Aquarium

Friday, April 16, 2010


and third Thursday each month thereafter

Outstanding Ideas/Task/Issues/Agenda Items
	RITT
	TRT

	Adaptive Management Plans for each watershed
Climate Change Guidance for recovery implementation

Skokomish Recovery Plan review (when we receive next draft)

Population Sequencing in dealing with jeopardy reviews

Back Burner

Symposium for TRT products at AFS 2011 meeting in Seattle
	Chinook Viability document


Watershed Liaisons
	Straits 
Phil Roni

Hood Canal 
Ken Currens & Bill Graeber

Nooksack
Ken Currens

San Juan
Mary Ruckelshaus

Skagit
Eric Beamer 

Island
Eric Beamer

Stillaguamish
Kit Rawson

Snohomish
Kit Rawson
	Lake Wash.
Kirk Lakey

Green
Kirk Lakey

West Sound/Kitsap
Norma Sands

Puyallup/White  
Kirk Lakey

Nisqually
Ken Currens

South Puget Sound  
Norma Sands

Nearshore
Bill Graeber

Ozette
Norma Sands


